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Dear Munir

Assalamu ‘Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh

| have been reading this very interesting book written by
your mother who | consider as my sister. She is a unique
writer. Once you start reading any page at random it is
difficult to put it down. You know that her elder sister Saida
Shameem is married to my mammu Sheikh Abdul Majeed
Sahib. She is also a great help to our mammujees's writings.
But your mother has surpassed all. MashaAllah. | fondly
remember when we used to visit your house opposite the
Jamia on Rabwabh. Sister Saffia would talk to me but always
in strict parda. Please tell her that by my reading her book
she looks taller than her actual height. Then your late father
and his service and humility and piety further polished her.
And most of all the relationship with the Khulafa.

| have read some portions many times and it is a
companion at my free hours. May Allah bless her and all her
family. Amen.

Mubarak Nazir
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\The Pearls of My Heartj

My Late Father
Bashiruddin Ahmad Sami

(Ballal Ahmad Sami - London)

@

30th of September 2001

My father had been diagnosed with Cancer in January 2001,
during the early stages of his illness you would not have known what
was going on inside him physically or mentally. He was a quiet man
who never spoke unless he had something worthwhile to say and
hated time wasting. He would control his own feelings and pain to
avoid causing any inconvenience to any member of his family or
friends and refrained from discussing his illness. During this period he
would always look content and continued to carry a smile on his face
even though he knew that his life was about to change.

Known as Sami Sahib, he had volunteered on a semi-permanent
basis the last 15 years of his life to Jaamat work. He would be proud
when any of his children would contribute to Jammat activities and
always reminded his children of the importance of Khilafat. By the
grace of Allah he continued to serve the Jammat until the last possible
opportunity even during his illness.

In April 2001, during standard keyhole surgery doctors hit

complications and had to carry out a major operation, this was the
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beginning of the downhill struggle for my father. From this point
onwards there were several operations and on each occasion we
knew that this could be the last time we would see him, yet each time
he would fight back, he had extreme faith in Allah and never lost the
will to live.

He would be astonished that so many people would phone my
mum and would ask about his health, he would continue to say “Allah
ka Shukar Hai,” he never lost faith and was always content and kept
reminding us that everything was in the “Hand’s of Allah” and he
would be satisfied with whatever Allah has chosen therefore we
should not worry but instead we should continue to pray for him.

At this stage the whole family including my sisters Lubna, Sarah
and brothers Munir and Okasha had only one thing in mind and that
was the care of my father and support of my mother. | lived in
Scotland at the time and travelled back to London on several
occasions during his illness. He would be excited to see our older son
Usman who was three at the time as he would be to see all of his
grandchildren who loved him dearly.

My younger brother Okasha (Kashi) who was preparing for his
final year dissertation during the nights and continuous round trips to
the hospital during the day must have received most of my father’s
prayers. He showed complete dedication to his care throughout the
illness. He provided moral and physical comfort throughout and was
also fortunate enough to be holding his hand with my mother in his
final moments.

Towards the end of July 2001, | told my wife about a dream
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concerning my father, where he had said “I'm waiting for you”, my
wife who was into her 9th month pregency insisted that | should leave
for London at once and visit my father. Keeping our faith in Allah |
flew to London on Sunday 29th of July.

This was the last time | saw my father, | could not speak as tears
would start to flow and | did not want to cause my father any further
pain. | knew in my heart that this was the last time | would see him. |
just stood over him and ran my fingers through his hair hoping that |
could give him some sort of comfort in his last hours. It was nothing
like | had expected, my father had lost any form of expressions. |
thought he would smile when he met me like | had seen in my dream
yet he could not smile nor speak. He knew | had arrived and would
just gaze. In my heart | knew that he had been waiting to see me
before he would return to Allah and words where not needed as we
both knew what each other wanted to say.

This poem reflects the feelings | had when | last met my father

two days before his death.

Unspoken Words
To read your face like an open book
With thoughts engraved upon your look

Silence say's more; don't say too much

Pain that can be felt but never touched

Your Gaze recites to Allah’s way

A prayer that reveals all you say
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The Smile you've written, sealed in time

Your Love can be found between the lines

My fingers fluent, through your hair

Words so untangled without a care

Unspoken lips to morning woken
A Story told your silence broken

Two days later Allah showed us his mercy on the 31st of July my
father passed away and returned to his creator. On the 12th of August
2001 our new baby boy was born he was named Haaris Bashir Ahmad
in memory of my late father.

During his entire illness our mother was the tower of strength for
the whole family. Regardless of her extreme pain she stayed strong.
Late Sami Sahib had been a kind and gentle father who loved all of his
family and in return all of his family miss him extremely and pray for
him everyday.

By the Grace of Allah Hazoor kindly offered the funeral prayers
on the 2nd of August 2001 and my Father was laid to rest at
Brookwood cemetery Woking. We will always remember the support
provided to us by the UK Jaamat and for all the people who came to
visit and offer their condolences there are many who require special
thanks but we are forever grateful to Hazoor we will never forget his

kindness and prayers for my father during his illness.
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Safia Bashir Sami - London
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